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1 Should regard myſelf as unpardonable, if at 1 
| this Seaſon of general Congratulation 1 ſhould omit to rene ER 


the Teſtimony of my Love, and the deep and grateful Senſe I 

have of the Obligations I am under to you. As I was the other 

Day reflecting on your Kindneſs to me, I fell into a Sort of 

Jingling Humour, which having Leiſure to indulge produced e 
the Lines I herewith ſend you. The Depreſſion of my Spirits 

; prevents any Flights of Fancy | or Genius—therefore you muſt 

neither look for Beauties nor Blemiſhes ; but be ſo kind as to 


accept it as the only New Year's Gift 1 have to beſtow. 
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: : | Whit mirth in ev'ry face appears, I — IT 
7 | 1 Some tribute ſure from me is due, = 5 
uu dear and faithful Friends, (o T0. 
EY cilia g tho” my lines appear, 
5 Vet they convey a with ſincere, . 
| That ev'ry bleſſing Heaven can give 
. May ſmile around you whilſt you live : | 
. And kindred ſpirits after this | 0 
| Lead you to realms of endle: 


Merely to with you happy here, 


- 


Thro' this | or next ſucceeding Lear F 
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Are words of courſe and can t reveal. 
| l ö 2 
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The glowing warmth. of 8 love F feel eto LIFE. 
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I'd burſt the bounds of earth and Tife,.- -*, 


-- wiſh you joy beyond the ſkies. 
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re forty times een, Chriſtmas plays," 


ö But ne'er could find THAT (cantly. ground z 


For if tis claim d as beauty s due, 
Beauty is ; lanlly fair ris true; 10 


But happineſs we can't ; allow 8 


7⁰ things which no duration know, 7; 


Its not a tranſient gleam of mirth, 
But PERMANENCY ſtamps the worth. 
And ſpite of all coſmetic ware, 


Beauty is fading, as tis fair. 


Come Riches, then, and hold to view 
| What happineſs can flow from you. 
The genuine calls of life or health 
N Aſk (1 can tell) but little wealth. 
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The gen'rous hand held out to woe, 
Whilſt ſtreams of tender pity flow : 


The Chriſtian meekneſs, which forbears, 


From his once i 4 mandate fave * 

or gild with Joy the gloomy grave as 
No---Honour, Wealth, or e 8. power, 
| Reſpect alone the preſent hour. 


Nor can they preſent peace ſecure, 
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Much leſs our future bliſs inſure. ; 


Then wavin g fuck eluſive toys, 
Let us to fairer objects riſe: 


The immortal mind peruſe with | care, +466 


And trace far nobler Beauties there: 


REL1c1oN's ſacred truths embrac'd, 
With all her radiant virtues grac'd : 
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And ſtrives to ſoothe another's tear: 
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